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1.  Opening  
 
Chair Karau opened Meeting 827 of the Domestic Names Committee (DNC) at 9:30 a.m. and 
requested a roll call of the attendees.  The meeting was held virtually, due to ongoing concerns 
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  The chair invited the members to review the reports that were 
distributed previously and to email any questions or comments to the staff.   
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 826 
 
The minutes of Meeting 826, held 9 July 2020, were approved by affirmation with minor edits. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
The BGN Full Board held its quarterly meeting 279 virtually on Tuesday, 21 July 2020.  New 
undersea feature names proposed by the General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) Sub-
Committee on Undersea Feature Names (SCUFN) and the U.S. Extended Continental Shelf project 
were approved as recommended by the Advisory Committee on Undersea Features (ACUF).   
 
Wallace asked that members submit any comments regarding the BGN Bylaws review to Allsup.  
Work continues on the “Welcome Packet” intended for new BGN members.  Allsup is 
coordinating orders for BGN shirts.  The National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency has released an 
updated version of its soft-copy keyboard. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
Palmer and Guempel had no items to report. 
 
3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
The Special Committee on Communications (SCC) has offered to work with the Special 
Committee on Native American Names and Tribal Communications to assist with research and 
outreach, and to provide recommendations for improved communication, interaction, and 
correspondence with federally recognized Tribes. 
 
The BGN Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report to the Secretary of the Interior is underway.  Forrest 
reminded committee chairs and USGS and NGA leadership to submit content for the report, noting 
highlights, decisions, activities, events, and membership for FY20.  
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Work continues on updated BGN informational brochures; the current versions are posted on the 
Resources page of the BGN website.  SCC Vice Chair Lyon is preparing a new brochure which 
will focus on naming issues of interest to Indian Tribes.   
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
Guempel once again thanked staff for continuing to provide the DNC with monthly dockets while 
working remotely, and in spite of ongoing challenges in receiving timely input from local 
governments and State names authorities. 
 
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) capturing the exchange of information between the 
Census Bureau and USGS is undergoing final review and will be incorporated as an annex into an 
existing MOU.  Guempel thanked Flora and McCormick for their efforts in supporting this request.  
 
Guempel is working with the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) to develop the 
National Geospatial Data Asset (NGDA) Baseline Standards Inventory survey.  GNIS has been 
designated by FGDC as one of 179 NGDAs from across the Federal Government.  The goal is to 
build a baseline inventory of data and metadata standards being applied to NGDAs.  The BGN is 
responsible for data reporting, life cycle management, and data standards.  The survey will end on 
9 October, with results to be delivered 11 November.  Guempel noted that the DNC is only part of 
the work of the BGN and plans to talk to the Foreign Names Committee about incorporating its 
data into the NGDA.  He also raised the possibly of maintaining one system to search both 
domestic and foreign names data.  
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Staff continues to receive inquiries from the general public, State names authorities, and the media 
regarding the procedures for naming and renaming features, including how to change offensive 
names.  Staff has received and is processing a number of new proposals, including a request to 
apply new names to 30 unnamed waterfalls in Idaho.  
 
There is continued interest in efforts to rename Mount Evans in Colorado.  Governor Jared Polis 
has appointed members to the newly created Colorado Geographic Naming Advisory Board.  
Runyon briefed representatives of Colorado Department of Natural Resources, which serves as the 
lead agency for the new board.  The BGN staff is preparing a summary of all pending cases for the 
board’s review.  Runyon also participated in a call with two local citizens and three tribal 
representatives regarding Mount Evans.  A third proposal was received (in addition to Mount 
Cheyenne Arapaho and Mount Soule) to change the name to Mount Rosalie; this name was applied 
to the feature prior to it becoming Mount Evans.  
 
Runyon and O’Donnell spoke with the California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names 
(CACGN) about pending cases in the State, as well as Constellation Brands Inc.’s latest letter to 
CACGN regarding the BGN’s approval of To Kalon Creek.  The CACGN is hoping to meet in late 
September.  
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A proposal was received to change name of Mount Rushmore (the summit) to Cougar Mountain (a 
translation of a Lakota name for the peak).  The South Dakota Board on Geographic Names 
(SDBGN) declined to consider the proposal, citing limitations imposed by the South Dakota State 
Legislature, which states that the SDBGN can only consider a name change if the existing word is 
determined by the Legislature to be “offensive or insulting.”  On July 24, Representative Dusty 
Johnson (SD) introduced H.R.7779 “To designate the mountain at Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial, South Dakota, as Mount Rushmore, and for other purposes.”  As such, per BGN Policy 
I:  Names Considered or Established by Congress or the President, the DNC cannot consider the 
proposal.  
 
Runyon and O’Donnell joined a virtual meeting of the Vermont Board of Libraries (which serves 
as the Vermont State Names Authority).  Presentations for two new proposals were heard, as well 
as an overview of State naming procedures.  
 
Runyon was interviewed for a Philadelphia Inquirer article on naming streams 
[https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia-stream-names-tacony-maps-board-geographic-
names-20200720.html].  She was also interviewed by WITF Smart Talk (Pennsylvania) in a 
segment on “Naming streams and other natural features.”  
 
At the request of the BGN Executive Secretariat and in advance of the upcoming session of the 
United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management (GGIM) group of experts, the staff 
prepared a short paper entitled “U.S. Board on Geographic Names:  Efforts to Change Offensive 
Names.”  The paper was not submitted to UN-GGIM, but may be useful in future discussions.  
 
Runyon briefed the Forest Service Office of Tribal Relations on the BGN and its policies and 
procedures, with a focus on Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names.  She received a follow-up 
request for copy of the presentation slides, and also learned that the Hopi Tribe is interested in 
submitting proposals.  
 
The staff responded to an inquiry from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural 
Resources/Bureau of Geological Survey regarding naming of geoheritage sites and geologic 
outcrops.  
 
The staff assisted in the preparation of a communication plan for the removal of administrative 
features from active GNIS search.  
 
The proposal to change the name of Negro Hill in Loudoun County, Virginia to Douglass Hill 
(Review List 438) was withdrawn by the proponent in support of a counterproposal submitted by 
the Loudoun County Board of Supervisors for Nokes Hill.  
The Park County, Wyoming government is opposed to a proposal submitted to the BGN to change 
the name of Squaw Teats (https://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_ad939254-db3d-
11ea-a5a3-87e1fbe9b73f.html). 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7779/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7779%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia-stream-names-tacony-maps-board-geographic-names-20200720.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia-stream-names-tacony-maps-board-geographic-names-20200720.html
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The staff received a request from an Ecosystem Ecologist at Carnegie Museum of Natural History 
for a list of all proposals to change the names considered offensive that are applied to features 
within national parks.  The inquirer also communicated with Mike Shelton, BGN member from 
National Park Service (NPS), regarding NPS procedures.  
 
Runyon and the USGS Office of Communications discussed the development of a BGN 
communication plan, media template, and enhancements to the BGN website and its FAQs.  
 
Staff participated in the BGN Full Board Quarterly Meeting 278, held on 21 July.  
 
Runyon participated in the annual meeting of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research 
(SCAR) Standing Committee on Antarctic Geographic Information (SCAGI) (held virtually) and 
discussed the revised International Guidelines on Place Names in Antarctica.  Discussions 
continued with the Polar Geospatial Center regarding updates to geographic coordinates in GNIS 
for Antarctic features. 
 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
There was no report. 
 
3.7  Special Committee on Tribal Geographic Names and Communication (Kanalley) 
 
Kanalley reported that the committee met following last month’s DNC meeting and would meet 
again following this meeting.  The focus will be on developing a communication strategy, 
specifically, how better to engage Tribal governments in the BGN’s activities. 
 
4.  BGN Initial Review of New Proposals (Karau and Runyon) 
 
Karau discussed the apparent need for an initial review of some proposals that are being submitted 
to the BGN.  He clarified that this review is not intended to be a “gatekeeper” for all proposals, but 
instead should help staff to focus its efforts on proposals that include sufficient justification.  The 
initial review would apply to proposals that the staff considers possibly frivolous, lacking 
justification, or which require more effort by the proponent to ensure that the application is taken 
seriously by interested parties (for example, proposals to change well-established, longstanding 
names that are not expected to have local support). 
 
A motion was made and seconded to begin, over the next three to six months, a pilot project to test 
the process.  A report would be presented to the DNC each month.  The motion passed by assent.  
Karau offered to discuss the issue with staff and to prepare a short proposal outlining the pilot 
project by the end of the month.   
5.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at 
this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
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I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested parties  
 
Change Rosenburg (FID 832722) to Rosenborg, Nebraska (Review List 439) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
II.  Disagreement on Docketed Names - none 
 
III.  New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Ne con He con Creek, Kansas (Review List 438) (FID 2813396) 
 
Members discussed the inconsistent capitalization and hyphenation of Ne con He con’s name in 
historical and present-day records. 
  
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Goose Island, Alabama (Review List 439) (FID 2813393) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
 
Norwood Branch, Iowa (Review List 439) (FID 2813394) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
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 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Willowood Creek, Iowa (Review List 439) (FID 2813395) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Iron River, South Dakota (Review List 435) (FID 2813397) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Turtle Creek, South Dakota (Review List 436) (FID 2813398) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
6.  Other Business 
 
Forrest asked that the agendas and minutes include the correct names of committees and 
subcommittees.   
 
Ellerbe announced that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Heritage Week 
Open House, which had been postponed from March until September 26, is now cancelled. 
 
7.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held 10 September 2020, at 9:30 
a.m., at the Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.  (The meeting will likely be held virtually.) 
 
       (signed)    
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       _____________________________________ 
       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
August 2020 
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Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a 
link to the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized 
Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The 
Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  If no response(s) were 
received regarding a proposal, it is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 

interested Parties 
 

Change Rosenburg (FID 832722) to Rosenborg, Nebraska 
(Review List 439) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.6319554&p_longi=-97.7539422 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Platte County Board of 
Supervisors       X   

State Names Authority Nebraska X         
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other N/A      

 
This proposal is to change the name of Rosenburg, a small unincorporated community in Platte 
County, to Rosenborg.  The proponent reports that the spelling Rosenborg has been used locally 
for the last 136 years but is misspelled on Federal maps. 
 
According to the 1915 volume Past and Present of Platte County Nebraska, Eske Peterson 
founded the town:  “From 1901 to 1909 he conducted a store on his farm, and he also worked to 
secure the establishment of a post office, which he named Rosenburg [sic] after his old home place 
in Denmark.”  According to Nebraska Place-Names (Pelkey, 1995), Rosenborg Post Office 
operated from 1901 to 1904.  Rosenborg is the name of a castle surrounded by gardens in 
Copenhagen, although it is not known if this is the specific origin of the name.   
 
The spelling Rosenburg has appeared on USGS maps since 1966.  A 1923 county atlas used 
Rosenborg, as did many local news articles in the first half of the 20th century.  The community is 
not labeled on the current county highway map.  Current signs within the town show the spelling 
Rosenborg.  St. Ansgar’s Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church and its cemetery are the most 
prominent features in the community. 
 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names - none 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.6319554&p_longi=-97.7539422
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Ne con He con Creek, Kansas 
(Review List 438) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.088261&p_longi=-94.918474 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.112013&p_longi=-94.860982 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Bonner Springs City Council X         
  Wyandotte County Commissioners X         

  Leavenworth County 
Commissioners       X   

State Names Authority Kansas X         
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other Delaware Tribe of Indians* X         

* contacted by proponent 
 
This proposal is to make official the historic name Ne con He con Creek for a 6-mile-long 
unnamed tributary of Wolf Creek, which flows through the City of Bonner Springs in Leavenworth 
County and the City of Kansas City in Wyandotte County.  The proponent is the Vice-President of 
the Bonner Springs Historic Preservation Society. 
 
The name would honor Ne-Con-He-Con (1809-1863), a Chief of the Wolf Band of the Delaware 
Indians, who is buried 1.4 miles northwest of the head of the stream.  Chief Ne-Con-He-Con, who 
also used the name Bounding Ahead, is recorded as one of the chiefs to sign the Delaware Indians 
Land Cession Treaty on May 6, 1854.  In 1860, in a treaty between the United States Government 
and the Delaware Nation, he was allotted a 320-acre tract of land “In consideration of the long and 
faithful services of the chiefs of the Delaware [N]ation.”   
 
Although the chief’s name was typically recorded with the hyphens, the stream was labeled Ne con 
he con Creek on an 1870 map of Wyandotte County and so that is the form preferred by the 
proponent, albeit with an uppercase “H.”  The stream is also referenced as Neconhecon in William 
G. Cutler’s History of the State of Kansas (1883), in a chapter describing the natural features of 
Wyandotte County.  A 2015 Federal Emergency Management Administration map labeled the 
stream Wolf Creek Tributary 4. 
 
An online search yielded a number of references to Chief Ne-Con-He-Con and the use of his name.  
In 1869, a description of a boating regatta in the Potomac River, published in the Baltimore Sun, 
noted that one of the 15-foot vessels was named Ne-con-he-con, while in 1909, the Olathe, Kansas 
newspaper stated, “Ne-con-he-con will be the name of the first locomotive on the Union Pacific 
Railway.”  Reports from the 1930s described three separate attempts over the years by relic 
hunters to rob the chief’s tomb “where he had been buried according to tribal customs with many 
desirable relics, and a blanket, a silk sash and a gold braid.”  His tombstone is inscribed “In 
memory of Capt. Ne-Con-He-Con; He was a true friend to his people and to the U.S. Government.  
An honest upright man.” 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.088261&p_longi=-94.918474
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.112013&p_longi=-94.860982
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IV. Revised Decisions - none 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Goose Island, Alabama 
(Review List 439) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.526519&p_longi=-85.520717 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government DeKalb County Commission          X 
State Names Authority Alabama X         
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 

Other 
AL Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources* 

      X   

* contacted by the Alabama State Names Authority 
 
The new name Goose Island is proposed for a 0.01-acre-island in Lake Lahusage in DeKalb 
County.  The island is an isolated rock that was surrounded by water when the Lahusage Dam was 
constructed in 1925.  USGS maps showed the island in 1946 and 1947. 
 

            
         USGS Valley Head 1:24,000 (1947)                         Image of island from UAV footage (YouTube) 
 
The proponent, a high school student from nearby Rome, Georgia, stated that “a goose laid an egg 
on said island and in remembrance of this the island should be named Goose Island.”  Canada 
Geese seem to be common on the lake, and it is likely that they would build a nest on the island.  
The proponent reports that locals simply call the island “the island.” 
 

Norwood Branch, Iowa 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=34.526519&p_longi=-85.520717
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(Review List 439) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.624222&p_longi=-93.550957 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.648375&p_longi=-93.571423 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Des Moines City Council       X   
  Polk County Supervisors X         
State Names Authority Iowa X         
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other N/A      
 
The new name Norwood Branch is proposed for a 2.4-mile-long unnamed tributary of Fourmile 
Creek in Polk County.  A portion of the stream flows through the City of Des Moines. 
 
The name refers to the community of Norwoodville where the stream begins.  The proponent 
hopes that naming the stream would “encourage the local community to clean up the stream more 
regularly, not place trash in or near the stream, and assist with restoring the stream back to a more 
natural state.” 
 

Willowood Creek, Iowa 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.03883&p_longi=-91.56562 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.04259&p_longi=-91.577591 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Marion City Council X        
  Linn County Supervisors         X  
State Names Authority Iowa       X   
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other N/A      

 
This proposal is to apply the new name Willowood Creek to an unnamed 0.7-mile-long tributary of 
Squaw Creek in the City of Marion in Linn County.  The proponent, a resident of Marion, notes 
that the stream flows just to the south of the city’s Willowood Park and north of Willowood Drive.  
He notes, “It is little more than an open stormwater conveyance, but it does maintain flow and 
aquatic life year round. On average, it is 2-3 feet wide.” 
 
GNIS lists 79 features with “Willow” in their names in the State of Iowa, including 25 streams.  
The name Willow Creek was approved by the BGN in 2005 for a stream in the City of Cedar 
Rapids and also within Linn County; it is located approximately nine miles from the stream in 
question.  Other than the local park, no features are named “Willowood.” 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.624222&p_longi=-93.550957
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=41.648375&p_longi=-93.571423
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.03883&p_longi=-91.56562
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.04259&p_longi=-91.577591
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Iron River, South Dakota 
(Review List 435) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.69133&p_longi=-98.28107 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.76115&p_longi=-98.18172 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Spink County Commissioners*          X 
State Names Authority South Dakota X         
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other Local residents at SDBGN meeting* X     
 Spink County Historical Society*       X   

 SD interested parties, including Tribes in 
South Dakota*        X  

* contacted by South Dakota Board on Geographic Names  
 
The new name Iron River is proposed for an unnamed 9-mile-long tributary of the James River in 
Spink County.  The proponent reports that the name was chosen because “there are many iron 
deposits in the glacial sediments along this unnamed tributary causing the sand to appear red.”   
 
There are 38 features in South Dakota with “Iron” in their names, two of which are streams named 
Iron Creek.  The only feature listed in GNIS in Spink County is a former school that was named 
Ironsides School and which was located 19 miles from the stream in question.   

 
Turtle Creek, South Dakota 

(Review List 436) 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.617387&p_longi=-96.881228 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.63459&p_longi=-97.037103 
 

    Support Oppose No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Hartford City Council* X         
  Minnehaha County Commissioners*         X  
State Names Authority South Dakota X         
Federal Agency N/A      
Tribes           X 
Other USFWS       X   
 Local residents at SDBGN meeting* X     
 Minnehaha County Historical Society* X     
  Hartford Area Fire and Rescue* X         
  Turtle Creek Highlands, Inc.* X         

 SD interested parties including Tribes in 
SD*        X  

* contacted or received by South Dakota Board on Geographic Names 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.69133&p_longi=-98.28107
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.76115&p_longi=-98.18172
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.617387&p_longi=-96.881228
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.63459&p_longi=-97.037103


14 
 
 
This proposal is to make official the name Turtle Creek for an unnamed tributary of Skunk Creek 
in Minnehaha County.  The stream flows through the City of Hartford.  The source is adjacent to 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Minnehaha County Waterfowl Production Area. 
 
The name is proposed by the City of Hartford Public Works Superintendent, who reports that in 
2009 the city needed a name for a new playground located along the stream.  The name Turtle 
Creek Park was chosen by local residents and has been in use since then.  The proponent states that 
the City Fire Department already refers to the stream as Turtle Creek and notes also that a new 
planned development in the area is called Turtle Creek Highlands Addition.  He states that a name 
is needed for rescue and emergency operations. 
 
A 2009 FEMA map applies the unofficial name Skunk Creek to the lowest part of the stream and 
labels the rest of it “Unnamed Tributary.”  
 
GNIS lists four other streams in South Dakota named Turtle Creek; the closest are 110 miles to the 
northwest and 240 miles to the west. 
 
 


